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LET HE WHO IS WITHOUT SIN CAST THE FIRS‘T“
SNOW





Lectionary for November
	
	
	Old Testament
	Epistle
	Gospel

	November 6th
	All Saint’s Day
	Rev. 7:(2-8)9-17
	1 John 3:1-3
	Matthew 5:1-12

	November 13th
	22nd Sunday after Pentecost
	Zeph. 1:7-16
	1 Thessalonians 5:1-11
	Matthew 25:14-30

	November 20th
	Last Sunday in Church year
	Ezek. 34:11-16, 20-24
	1 Corinthians 15:20-28
	Matthew 24:31-46

	November 23rd 
	Thanksgiving Eve
	Deut. 8:1-10
	Phil 4:6-20 or 1 Timothy 2:1-4
	Luke 17:11-19

	November 27th
	1st Sunday in Advent
	Isaiah 64:1-9
	1 Corinthians 1:3-9
	Mark 11:1-10


Church News and Events
Worship services – During the season of Pentecost we will be using Divine Service 2 and celebrate our Lord’s Supper on the 1st and 3rd Sunday’s of the month.  We will be switching to Service 4 at our service on November 27th, as that service begins the season of Advent.
OFFICE Hours – Vicar Dan will have office hours on Thursday evenings from 5 to 7pm.  These are the intended hours, however, Vicar Dan may be called away for emergencies or other reasons but every effort will be made to keep them so stop by to talk or call for an appointment. 

Christmas Bazaar – We will be having a Christmas Bazaar, which will include a tag sale, lunch and baked goods for sale on Saturday, November 5th from 10am to 3pm.  The proceeds from this will benefit the victims of Hurricane Irene.
Adult Craft Night –  Adult Craft night met on October 25th and made Fall table runners.  We are looking forward to meeting Tuesday, November 29th at 7:30pm.  Please join us for some crafting and fun.  If you have an idea for a craft or you know how to do a craft and would like to teach us, please call Chris Cohn at 822-9031
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Caring Kids –  Caring Kids met again on October 15th with about 15 kids being present.  The children and parents made crafts relating to Veteran’s Day, Thanksgiving, and Fall crafts for the sick and shut-ins and the residents at the Pines in Catskill.  

Caring Kids will meet again on November 19th from 1:30 to 3:30pm and is open to children 4 and over, with light refreshments being served.

Bible Studies -  Bible studies occurring during the month of November:
Our study that began in October will continue on Thursday nights at 7pm.  This study is simply reading through the Bible.  There are many Bibles out there that do this and we will begin our journey just simply reading the Bible, one hour at a time once a week.  The dates in November are the 3rd, 10th and 17th.
The second study will be on Monday nights and will begin on November 7th at 7:30pm.  This study is entitled Mercy∙Witness∙Life Together.  These three reflect God’s very being as Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier and encompass His holy and gracious will for all in Christ Jesus, namely that all come to believe in and  bear witness to Chris, reflect divine compassion, and live together in forgiveness, love, and joy in the Church.  In this study we will look at what the Church does in this world, while living under the shadow of Jesus’ cross.
THE BIG BLUE BOX – St. John’s, has joined other organizations in having a clothing drop-off site.  The clothing is sent to organizations throughout the U.S. and to third world countries to be re-worn, where new clothing is unaffordable for many of its citizens.  It is also a fund-raiser, as St. John’s receives 5 cents per pound for the clothing and shoes collected.
Youth News

Sunday school – We have been using our new curriculum in Sunday school for about two months now and the children seem to enjoying the change.  We are using Living Inside Out from Group Publishing, which teaches the Bible by topic.  This past month we learned about how attitudes change because of our faith.  The theme for the month of November is Kings and Queens of the Bible, where we will learn about obeying God’s commands, trusting God’s timing, showing others what God is like and doing brave things with God’s help.  With each topic comes new decorations, which means a different look for the fellowship hall each month, as well as a new costume for our frog mascot!
Confirmation class – During October we looked at the Reformation and reviewed the 10 Commandments.  
Mark your Calendars

	Events at St. John’s
	Circuit events

	November 3rd - Bible study (reading through Scripture) 7pm
	November 6th – Ordination of Patrick Singh @ Trinity, Schenectady @ 4pm

	November 5th – Christmas Bazaar 10am – 3pm
	November 12th – Deacon Breakfast @ Cracker Barrel in East Greenbush @ 9am

	November 6th – Council meeting after worship
	November 21st – Deacon meeting @ Christ, Albany @ 6:30pm

	November 7th – Bible study (Witness, Mercy & Life) 7:30pm
	November 22nd – Circuits 1 & 2 Pastoral Meeting @ Zion, Schenectady @ 9am

	November 10th – Bible study (reading through Scripture) 7pm
	

	November 13th – Activity Committee meeting after worship
	

	November 14th – Bible study (Witness, Mercy & Life) 7:30pm
	Looking ahead into December @ St. John’s

	November 17th – Bible study (reading through Scripture) 7pm
	December 4th – Council meeting after worship

	November 19th – Caring Kids 1:30-3:30pm
	December 4th – Christmas caroling @ the Pines in Catskill , 3pm.

	November 21st – Bible study (Witness, Mercy & Life) 7:30pm
	

	November 23rd – Thanksgiving Eve Service 7:30pm
	Christmas pageant rehearsal date and times to follow!

	November 27th – Fellowship Hour following worship
	

	November 28th - Bible study (Witness, Mercy & Life) 7:30pm
	

	November 29th – Adult Craft Night 7:30pm
	


Acolyte & Reader schedule – November 2011
	
	Acolyte
	Reader

	November 6th
	Ben C.
	Marge S.

	November 13th
	Josh C.
	Bob J.

	November 20th
	Dillon D.
	Dillon D.

	November 27th 
	Bray K.
	Ernie B.


Altar schedule

	
	Setup
	Cleanup

	November
	Marge Scalera
	Mary Lou Leiser

	December
	Mary Lou Leiser
	Lori Drumm

	January 
	Georgia Leonard
	Jeanie Hinkel



St. John’s and the World Wide Web

A few years ago a church website was created.  The address of the site is  www.stjohnsstuyvesant.org and contains historical information about St. John’s, programs, a calendar, upcoming events, contact information, links and is being updated on a regular basis.  If you have anything that you would like placed on the website or any comments please let Vicar Dan know.

St. John’s is also on Facebook (St. John’s Lutheran).  Our page is available for those of you who are on Facebook.  It tells a little about the church, provides opportunities to share pictures from our events, announce our events and have discussions with each other.  I would encourage all of you to become a fan of St. John’s Lutheran.  We also have a group that is closed – all one needs do is request to be admitted and they are accepted.  The group page gives a little more control, i.e. privacy for pictures and what is posted to it.
For those who use google or yahoo or some other search engine on the internet, may we introduce you to www.goodsearch.com.  Through this website you are able to do the same searches and benefit St. John’s at the same time.  Upon entering the website, the middle of the page has a box that asks who do you Goodsearch for?  Type in St. Johns Stuyvesant and our name should appear in the organization box. What will happen is each time you search St. John’s will receive a credit and sometime will receive a check from Goodsearch.  You can also shop through Goodshop (which is on the Goodsearch site), which also adds to what goes toward the year-end amount.  So visit Goodsearch and check it out.

Other church news and requests:
E-mails:  I would like to be able to e-mail this, prayer requests, or other important things to the Congregation, as it seems to be the quickest way to get news out to everyone.  If you are interested please send me an e-mail at dcjbcohn@hughes.net  so I can add you to the list.

Service Opportunities

Greeters  - If you are interested in welcoming members and guests as they arrive for worship, please let Liz Jensen know.

Sunday school  - If you are interested in helping out with Sunday school in any way please speak with Vicar Dan or Deacon Diane.

Altar Guild  - If you are interested in being part of the Altar guild please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex.  If you have any questions please speak with Vicar Dan or Deacon Diane.

Altar assistant - If you are interested in helping on the altar during communion please sign up on the sheet in the Narthex.  If you have any questions please speak with Vicar Dan or Deacon Diane.
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Ephesian’s corner


“And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests”—Ephesians 6: 18a


I would ask that you keep the following people in your prayers:  Dcn. Lorraine Fricke, Benard Knott, Alida Losee, Helen Drumm, , Marty Webb, Sal Costanzo, Mel Rhodes, and all others who for whatever reason need to be lifted up in prayer to our heavenly Father.


If you have someone that needs to be prayed for please let us know.








Pastoral Care Concerns


Our ministry to one another does not end after worship on Sunday.  We are to pray for one another, visit the sick and counsel those with troubled spirits.  Should you need Pastoral Care, please contact:


	Vicar Dan Cohn :	758-1891 (church)


			822-9031 (home)


			� HYPERLINK "mailto:dcjbcohn@hughes.net" �dcjbcohn@hughes.net� (e-mail)


	Deacon Diane Marsche:	758-1891 (church)


				758-2694 (home)


				� HYPERLINK "mailto:dianem@fairpoint.net" �dianem@fairpoint.net�  (e-mail)








�





from the Vicars desk:


As I sit here writing the newsletter and looking out the window I can see the snow piling up.  We here, atleast in our little corner of the Northeast, are experiencing a rare October Nor’easter.  I believe that I heard on one of the weather reports that this would only be the sixth time in recorded history for the area that we had measurable snow.  


There are many things that occur in our lives 





on a daily basis.  There are many rare occasions in our lifes that can have great meaning or can maybe even be painful in remembering them.  We celebrate Reformation Sunday on October 30th and we will be celebrating All Saint’s Day on November 6th.  By all standards the reforming of the church back to God’s will would be a rare event and being able to celebrate saints who have gone before and who will be with all the faithful for eternity is a rare special event.  During this month we will be celebrating Thanksgiving.  Let us look to sharing the rare gift that has been shared with us as part of our giving thanks for those things that we are thankful for.  Let us share the good news of the Gospel with all those who we come in contact with that they may experience the joy and the love of that special gift given to all mankind, so that they may be with the Lord in his kingdom – Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior.


Sincerely in Christ,


								Vicar Dan














�





Your thoughts are needed….


It is truly hoped that you have enjoyed this issue of Revelations.  In each new edition we try to expand to meet the need and goal of uniting us through the sharing of news and information.


We need to hear from you!  Please tell Vicar Dan or Deacon Diane what you think of this newsletter or to submit prayer requests and praise reports or suggestions for future articles!  Please have the above in by the 20th of the month.








Letters from the President - The Kingdom Ours Remaineth


My tendency as I get older is to wonder strange things, like what was the weather like on October 31, 1517 when Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church in Wittenberg?  Were there threats of rain – the ongoing saga of New York in 2011?  Was the document protected against rain – weatherized somehow?  We’ve posted flyers on our church door in Brooklyn telling parents there would be no school on Columbus Day only to have those flyers mysteriously disappear and disgruntled parents show up anyway wondering why we took Monday off.  





“It spread like wildfire” today means “it went viral” online and sixteen million people downloaded it within a couple of hours. What did that mean then?  Weeks/months/years out in the rural zones and up in the mountains?  How did they communicate the uprising without cellphones?  The world is changing before our eyes due to Facebook and text messages.





Here’s a clue.  The most influential person who preceded Martin Luther, voted the most influential human being in the last millennium (by the way) was Gutenberg, the inventor of the printing press.  The word was getting out and around when Luther lived and wrote at a rate that multiplied the old rate exponentially.  The printing press – the media – became the Reformation’s great ally.  Is it ours today?  Or are we awash in the wake of just plain dumb stuff out there, taking advantage only in a helter-skelter way?





Our Atlantic District Task Force on Communications is giving communications upgrades grants to parishes left and right in order to address the speed-of-light communications era in which we live.  And that’s good.





But beneath it all, the dynamics of the Lutheran movement as a call to universally applicable and Gospel-centered orthodox truth has its source not in media and manipulation, but in the return to religion as initiated by God in and through Christ for the sake of fallen humanity.  In that most important sense, what is critical for us transcends any media frenzy.  It has its heart in the heart of God as revealed in Sacred Scripture.  It has its heart in the heart of God who because He is love loves us first and calls us by the Holy Spirit to new life, eternal life in Christ who died and rose for us poor sinners.





So no matter whether you’re a computer geek, guru or fumble-fingers, here’s the straight word directly from Martin Luther himself – sisters and brothers, the Kingdom ours remaineth.  The Word they still shall let remain/nor any thanks have for it/He’s by our side upon the plain with His good gifts and spirit!  Rejoice in your heritage as a Lutheran, but more, rejoice in the salvation given to you by God’s grace alone to you and yours in our Lord Christ – blessed Reformation, 2011 to you!
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